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T
here’s no doubting the predominat-
ing success of the Danzig/Danehill line 
in Australasia. Danehill alone was an 
amazing progenitor and now his sons, 

which include Redoute’s Choice, Danzero, 
Commands, Danehill Dancer, Flying Spur and 
the latest kid on the block, Fastnet Rock, con-
tinue to haunt the Leading Sires lists and the 
cream of these are now producing sire-sons of 
their own.

None of this is ‘new news’ – there is plenty 
of comment on the success of this branch of 
the Northern Dancer line and stud farms at all 

levels have in general rushed to seek out and 
install what they hope will be the next Danehill 
line star stallion in their barns.

The Australian Stud Book records that Dane-
hill produced 1,188 live foals in Australia during 
his lifetime and, as is the pyramidic way with 
reproduction, at the end of the 2009 breeding 
season his sons, grandsons and a great grand-
son covered 8,284 mares, which is about 36% of 
the total broodmare population.

His daughters and tail male granddaughters 
made up 11% of the broodmare population in 
this same season, which doesn’t even include 

Dilemma
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mares whose second dams are by Danehill.
If you assumed (incorrectly) that none of the 

Danehill line mares were covered by Danehill line 
stallions, then consider this: a minimum of 47% 
of the foals born in 2010 will have Danehill some-
where in their pedigrees. 

Add to that population the progeny of Danzig’s 
other Australasian-based sons and grandsons 
(such as Perugino, Testa Rossa, Golden Snake, 
Anabaa, Beautiful Crown, Belong To Me, Grand 
Lodge, Bianconi, Snaadee, Mister C, Minardi, 
Monashee Mountain, Desert Prince and Desert 
Sun) and a homologous characteristic to the modern Australian 
pedigree emerges. 

Industry opinions differ on whether duplication of Danzig is 
emerging as successful. As a pedigree analyst for many years, my 
vote is for the ‘negative’ (refer to my previous article in the October 
Breeding and Racing magazine on this subject). May I also add that 
it is becoming very tedious of late analysing a catalogue when so 
many of the lots carry the same sires and damsires in their pedi-
grees! What this does indicate though, is that a clearer answer to 
that debate is just around the corner.

On Day One of the Gold Coast Magic Millions sale, 20 of the 200 
lots were inbred to Danzig, three of those inbred to his son Dane-
hill.

A flick through the First Session of the upcoming Inglis Easter 
catalogue reveals that 14 of the 200 lots are inbred to Danzig, one of 
those being inbred to Danehill.

As mentioned earlier, stud farms at all commercial levels have 
clambered for this bloodline since Danehill hit his straps in the mid 
90s. The smarter ones have also started to look beyond their noses 
and see that they also need to stand stallions to which the daugh-
ters of all these Danzig/Danehill sires can be sent to. 

The BIG problem is, that in the 15 or so years since Danehill made 
his first impact, we have been most concerned with what BROOD-
MARE sires to put to this line. Now, with most broodmares carrying 
one or even two presences of Danzig and/or Danehill, we are now 

having to concentrate on searching for SIRES 
which are an outcross. 

Of course not all the successful Australian 
sires are from the Danzig/Danehill line. If some 
stud owners had not bucked this trend, we would 
be without the influence of General Nediym, En-
costa de Lago, Starcraft, More Than Ready, Secret 
Savings, Magic Albert, Dehere, Show A Heart, Je-
une, Falvelon, Sequalo, Pins and of course the 
sire dynasty originally created by Sir Tristram 
and now continuing through Lonhro. But with 
roughly 18,000 mares to cover annually, we are 

going to have to find some more sireline outcrosses.
A look through our usual ports of call is alarming.
The Star Kingdom line has all but died out as far as stallions at 

stud are concerned. The fabulous old stager Canny Lad, now ris-
ing 23, continues to produce stakes-winners and showed a great 
affinity with the Danzig/Danehill line. Redoute’s Choice is a product 
of this match. Canny Lad has 5 sons registered at stud, including 
Dodge. Another successful representative is Show A Heart, who has 
one son standing at a modest fee in Queensland. Marscay sons are 
also disappearing, with 10 registered at stud, the most successful 
of those being 18-year-old Marwina, who has produced four Listed 
winners to date. Dieu D’Or’s son Curata Storm and Maizcay’s son 
Our Maizcay are other representatives.

On the subject of ‘colonial’ sires, Snippets continues to make a 
significant contribution to our industry. Not only has he demon-
strated compatibility with the Danzig/Danehill line (Snitzel, Mag-
nus, Shellscrape, Belong To Many, Wilander, Wanted etc etc), but 
he is also producing some smart sons at stud. New Zealand based 
Pins heads the table, and while he probably hasn’t had much expo-
sure to the Danzig line, he has worked extremely well with Austral-
ian bloodlines such as Centaine (Century) and Star Kingdom line 
mares. Sons at stud in Australia include the promising freshman 
Snippetson, Snowland (whose fertility has always been a problem), 
Akhenaton and Snip Valor. With his death in 2002 however, there 
will not be any more direct sons going to stud.

Pondering the worsening conundrum of the Danzig/Danehill 
saturation of pedigrees, breeding authority Jane Henning looks 
for a way out of the corner breeders find themselves in.
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Lonhro is a 
grandson of Zabeel

Sebring – a member of the Halo sireline
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